
Hellifield Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday 4 September 2024 - Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Vice Chairman Wayne Harding, Councillor Neil Bates and the following: (to be co-opted as Councillors at this meeting) Harriet Maddock and Wendy Robinson. PCSO Jayne Grace, District Councillor Simon Myers and 4 members of the public were also in attendance. 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 24 July 2024 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from Karen Dunwoodie 
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported other than Cllr Harding regarding planning item 12(b)
4. Co-option of candidates – 
4.1 The room was cleared of all but Councillors and Clerk to agree the final Councillor candidate for co-option.  After discussion Sophie Lamal was proposed by Cllr Harding, seconded by Cllr Sleath, and all voted in favour.
4.2 Karen Dunwoodie, Harriet Maddock and Wendy Robinson were co-opted onto HPC with immediate effect; a formal proposal for each was made by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Harding (K Dunwoodie, W Robinson) and Cllr Bates (H Maddock). All voted in favour. Declaration documents were signed.

5 Public Participation: Paul Emsley VAS update identified that the new post on Gargrave Road has been installed and is awaiting the radar equipment. Suppliers have changed the equipment prior to obtaining this set, but the same equipment as the other two systems are needed so that they can be swapped around. Councillor Myers agreed that he will fund the £415 installation cost from his locality Budget, but Mr Emsley is challenging the charge as the CSW team are all trained to do this. Mr Emsley requested sight of the SWARCO invoice, and supplied recent reports from the VAS equipment. Cllr Myers queried if VAS was effective in slowing down traffic and this does appear to be the case. 
6 Village Matters

1) No antisocial behaviour matters raised

2) PCSO Jayne Grace introduced herself to newcomers and reported 23 incidents from 21st July to 2nd  Sept. Incidents included: 2 concerns raised for welfare/safety; 2 x burglaries from Gallaber one caravan, 1 awning; 1 attempted burglary from Thornview Rd;  1 x diesel theft from HGV on Mill Lane;  1 x suspect drug driver; 1 x suspect vehicle Brook Street; 1 x bridge struck leading to insecure load; Highways disruption on A682 with cows loose and trees down; 1 x neighbour dispute and 1 x civil dispute. Please note the importance of villagers reporting criminal incidents to the police, highlighting incidents involving Fraud. Callers should report non-emergency issues dialing 101.
CSW are providing a fundraiser on 14 Sept for PCSO (Jayne will a PCSO attends)
Police Drop Ins at the Institute are worthwhile so will continue (with thanks to HPC for support).  

3) Numerous actions have been carried out by the Clerk since the last meeting including: AGAR submission completed / stored / sent to PKF Accountants pre final deadline of 31 July; notices posted; arrangements for co-option of new candidates including correspondence, obtaining and supplying printed versions of Good Councillor Guides;  consideration and action re lighting issues with NYC; poster displayed in playgrounds re keeping NY clean; various issues regarding non-emptied waste bins; pedestrian lights checked and working in a timely manner; further VAS equipment ordered; playground issues raised and resolved where possible; some repairs outstanding at Station Road (vandalised equipment is an issue); query to Playdale re poss ladder for Thorndale Multiplay – but none available for infant equipment;; allotments inspected, identified no 1m gap between the fences along some adjoining boundaries; Police survey completed/submitted to police; salaries and invoices for both months approved / payments made.
4) Playground inspection report received, reviewed and cascaded to Councillors with action taken where possible. matters raised by Insurers were completed (insurer notified). HPC Councillors may attempt to repair the vandal damage to the platform on the multiplay equipment as costs from supplier to repair are excessive.
5) Christmas Lights event arrangements were discussed and date agreed subject to OK from the WI (catering) and the Institute (room / facilities). Brian Hugill to be engaged to do the electrics. Possible new lights may be required. Budget is in place. Councillors will need to assist with marshalling etc on the evening and possibly with putting up lights. Cllr Sleath proposed that Mr Hugill be engaged, the event is held in the Village Hall and that the WI / Hall / Santa be arranged. Cllr Maddock seconded and all voted in favour. 
6) VAS – see number 5 (Public Participation) above.
7 Council matters

7.1 Consideration of reinstating Tree Survey / Hedge trimming following last 6 month review of matters arising.. A further report was proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Harding. All voted in favour. Two estimates to be obtained and Cllr Harding will undertake trimming of trees at Station Rd playground.  
8 Reports from District Councillor – Councillor Simon Myers reported: We are a bit in limbo on a couple of matters as the new Government beds in. We await the announcement in October as to the direction of travel for Local Government funding and particularly what, if any, proposals are made for the future funding of Social Care and the challenges of the huge increase in SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) costs, which are the substantial cause of our budget deficit.
More pressing is the consultation on the recently announced Housing Target figures, which if enacted will present a real challenge for North Yorkshire. The proposed figure for NY is 4300 new homes annually.
This presents many problems. Last year there were 3000 new homes completed which was above our target. It is doubtful whether there is the capacity in NY to build more homes than that.
But what really gives cause for concern is the effect that a greatly increased target would have on our Local Plans. Effectively it would make them redundant as we would not have a 5 year land supply. This could mean that every speculative developer rushes to put through inappropriate developments which would then be given permission on appeal. So development would not be Plan based, trying to get the right housing in the right places with the right infrastructure, but rather be developer led, no doubt on sites previously deemed unsuitable by Local Authorities.
It is a proposal for consultation and we will engage constructively with the Government, hoping to avoid the no doubt unintended consequences of this.
· Mr Emsley from the public requested an update on Coniston Bridge- apparently no funds for this and no information on why the matter is not being dealt with as an insurance claim against responsible parties. 

· Kex Gill position also raised. Going very well but a likely overspend on costing
· New weekend train line has had over 1000 users since its inception in June
9 Correspondence: 
9.1 Request for No Ball Games signs to be re-installed within Thorndale Street children’s play area. 

9.2 Gillian Taylor (Clerk to Cowling PC) re VAS and alignment with other villages on sending a letter to police on speeding and police monitoring. Councillors require further information to consider.

9.3 Request for donation from Citizens Advice made by post on day of meeting. Previous requests not supported, however now they confirm that 21 Hellifield people have used this service with 129 issues. Cllr Harding proposed a small donation of £50. Seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour.  
10. Street Lighting: Old and disused street lights need removing at East View and Park Avenue. Original contract was with NYC highways to remove these. No agreement as yet. Cllr Myers will step in if required. 

11. Highways:  
11.1 Pedestrian Crossing issues outside shop in centre of village. Delays in lights changing to red. To be checked and reported to Highways Dept if necessary.
12. Planning items – pre circulated. No objections identified by HPC: 

a. Application Number: ZA24/26148/NMA Proposal: Application for non-material amendment to approved planning application referenced 2018/19034/FUL to allow change of colour of garage doors from dark oak to black. Location: Peel Barn, Peel Green, Hellifield, BD23 4LD, Date Valid: 15th July 2024

b. Application Number: ZA24/25993/FUL Proposal: Demolition of existing fish and chip shop and construction of 2 no dwellings including remodelling existing garages Location: Fish Shop, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JY, Date Valid: 7th August 2024 – Cllr Harding left the meeting due to a possible conflict for this application. Explanation made for change due to lack of financial viability in situ, but intentions to re-open fish shop on Main Street in due course (subject to appropriate planning consent).
13 Finance: To discuss and approve financial matters incl receipts, payments, transfers and donations
a) To sign payments and receipts schedules for July and August 2024 approved and signed.
14 Councillor Simon Myers formally resigned from his temporary role on HPC and was thanked for his valuable assistance in getting HPC back up and running.

15   To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. Nothing raised
The meeting ended at:  20:45 hours
Finances as at  31/07/2024

Current Statements:

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£12,896.73
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

£1000 (received May 2024)


	

	Receipts 
	£0
	
	

	JULY PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   July
	£364.80
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   July
	£715.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  July
	£335.20
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Admin Arrears (April to 30 June)
	£322.24
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Grass Cutting July
	£927.10
	J C Cowgill Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER 

	ICO Annual renewal
	£35.00
	ICO
	Direct Debit

	Magazine Donation (agreed in March)
	£250.00
	Hellifield Herald Magazine
	BANK TRANSFER

	Ink for Clerks Printer
	£42.14
	Amazon
	Card Payment

	Good Councillor Guides x 12
	£90.39
	Digital Printing
	Card Payment

	Fuel for Mower from Morrisons
	£23.09
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Clerk Phone Top Up – O2 x 3 Months
	£30.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	£3134.96
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.
Finances as at  31/08/2024

Current Statements:

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£13361.77
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

£4600 (received May/Aug 2024)       less £600 paid below = £4000 nett


	

	Receipts 
	£3600 (VAS Fund)
	
	

	August PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   August
	£268.80
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   August
	£715.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax August
	£233.00
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Grass Cutting August
	£981.10
	J C Cowgill Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER 

	VAS Post installation for Gisburn Road 
	£600.00
	North Yorks Council
	BANK TRANSFER

	Playground Inspections
	£316.80
	Wicksteed Leisure
	BANK TRANSFER

	Website Hosting fee
	£84.00
	Krystal Hosting Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	£3198.70
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 13th November 2024 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – Sept 2024
Approved by: 

___________________________________________________________Date _____________

___________________________________________________________Date _____________


